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Photos of teens with declara-
tions like “I’m a nerd and proud
of it” and “I stand for what I be-
lieve in” filled Northport Pub-
lic Library’s windows yester-
day as part of an art project
aimed at boosting the students’
self-worth.
The “I Matter” project, con-

ceived by Suffolk County Com-
munity College instructor and
photographer Rob Goldman, is a
component of his “Just LikeMe”
drug awareness and character
development program.
“If a young person can really

cultivate a sense of worth . . .
and a sense of belonging in the
community, then the idea of feel-
ing alone . . . will hopefully
begin to wane,” said Goldman
during the reception yesterday
before a crowd of about 100.
“My goal is to create a very pub-
lic statement of worth, that ‘I’m
here. Look at me. Take care of
me, because I really domatter.’ ”
The project showcased about
30 large-scale portraits ofmiddle
and high school students from
Huntington and EastNorthport.
Goldman said heworked with
the library in August to identify
teens to take part in the project.
Studentsworked in pairs, spend-
ing about three hours interview-
ing each other, taking photos
under Goldman’s direction, and
writing a paragraph to explain
why they matter. One line from
the paragraph is posted on their

photo.
Justin LoTurco, 17, ofHunting-

ton, said at first he was embar-
rassed when he saw his photo.
But “you think maybe this could
influence the kid who is not self-
confident,” he added.
Candace Reeder, head of teen

services at the library, said the
display will remain up at least
through the end of the month.

“Everyone from families with
preschoolers through retirees
comes to the library, so this was
the perfect venue to make it
available to the entire communi-
ty,” she said of the project.
A similar project is planned at

theHuntington Public Library in
the coming months, officials
said. Seven students formed a
Kickstarter.com committee and

helped raise about $8,000 to
cover the costs to run the pro-
gram, saidGoldman.
Ceylan Swenson, 14, of East
Northport, who helped with the
committee, said she thought the
projectwas “innovative.”
“Actually standing in front of
the camera myself, you get a lit-
tle nervous. You don’t really
knowwhat to do, so I started re-

ally hysterically laughing,” she
said, looking at her photo, which
caught the humorousmoment.
Swenson’s mother, Filiz
Turhan, 46, said she was proud
that her daughter took part in
the exhibit “I think it’s going to
be beneficial,” she said. “Each
individual kid has something to
contribute. You can’t go wrong
with that.”
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Plans to build the Ronkonko-
ma Hub housing and retail
project on a commercial strip
near the Long Island Rail Road
station drew hundreds of sup-
porters and opponents to a
Brookhaven Town public hear-
ing.
Residents packed an auditori-

um at Brookhaven Town Hall
for the meeting, which was held
Thursday night, days after simi-
lar transit-oriented develop-
ment projects in Patchogue and
Huntington opened for residen-
tial applications.

The $475 million Ronkonko-
ma plan calls for as many as
1,450 apartments, 195,000 square
feet of retail space and 350,000
square feet of office andmedical
facilities.
Supporters say the Hub could
dramatically change a blighted
commercial strip and create
badly needed housing for young
adults. But others raised con-
cerns about its potential impact
on traffic and parking.
Town officials plan to com-
plete an environmental impact
study this spring. It is not clear
when the town board will vote
on the project. Construction is
estimated to take as long as 10

years.
“It is not one of the garden

spots of Long Island,” said Ed-
ward Enders, of the Northeast
Regional Council of Carpenters,
a trade union, of the area. “This
will make it one of the garden
spots of Long Island.”
Tritec Real Estate, the East Se-
tauket firm hired by Brook-
haven as the project’s master de-
veloper, is aiming to begin con-
struction later this year. Compa-
ny officials have said they are ne-
gotiating to purchase about 50
acres for the project. Tritec also
is building the 291-unit NewVil-
lage development in Patchogue.
Long Island Rail Road offi-

cials have expressed support for
the Hub project and similar ef-
forts in Wyandanch and Hicks-
ville. Nearly three dozen people
at last week’s hearing — includ-
ing civic leaders, commuters,
“smart growth” advocates, and
union and construction industry
officials — spoke in favor of the
plan; 10 people opposed it.
Gregg Freedner, of Ronkonko-

ma, said he has mixed feelings.
“Anything would be better

than what’s there now,” he said,
but added he had concerns
about the project’s size.
“I don’t believe we should

have five-story buildings in Ron-
konkoma,” Freedner said. “My

concern is that a small, blighted
area becomes a giant monstrosi-
ty.”
Project supporter BudCipolet-
ti, of Islip, said he looked for-
ward to visiting Hub bistros and
restaurants. “I want to wine and
dine my future wife in a place
like this,” he said.
Some opponents said they
feared their homes would be
seized by the town to make way
for construction. Supervisor Ed-
ward P. Romaine said the town
does not plan to use its eminent
domain powers to take proper-
ty.
“That’s not on anybody’s
radar,” he said.
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Ceylan Swenson, 14, of East Northport, looks at her photo yesterday with her mother, Filiz Turhan, and brother Tor Swenson, 9.

Teens’ photos show theymatter

RONKONKOMA

Residents split at hearingonHubproposal
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Sam Maritato Sam Glicker, Founder-Rob 
Goldman and Justin Loturco

Northport Libary Entryway


